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Introduction to the AI Act



What is the AI Act?

First-ever AI-specific and legally binding, comprehensive framework in the EU.

Is onlya part of a moregeneral frameworkapplicableto AI in the EU

Directly applicable without a requirement for transposition.

Primarily a product safety legislation, with references to the protections of 

fundamental rights. 

Framework by nature, adopting a risk-based approach and not offering detailed 

practical steps per se.



AI Related Framework in the EU



What the AI Act is NOT:

An all-encompassing, one-fit-for-all AI governance solution.

It does not contain almost any reference to liability.

It just refers to the existing EU legislation in highly-debated fields such as privacy or 

intellectual property.

A practical compliance roadmap.

It provides the general framework required to market AI systems and GPAI models in the EU.

While it names the technical requirements, actions that will trigger compliance are not in 

the AI Act itself but left to technical standards.



General Structure of the AI Act



What does this structure mean?

Not every AI system or model is covered.

Even among the covered AI systems and models, requirements and obligations are 

different.

Using or developing AI system or a model does not automatically get you in the scope.

There is a need for a scope assessment.



The Scope of the AI Act



What is the scope of the AI Act?



What is the scope of the AI Act?



ìőċƣШŔƚШƣőĲШ f ќƚШ~ċƣĲƖŔċũШÉĦŸƓĲаШ fШÉǃƚƣĲůƚШƻƚШ fШ~ŸĬĲũƚ

AI System: «means a machine-based system that is designed to operate with varying levels of
autonomy and that may exhibit adaptiveness after deployment, and that, for explicit or implicit

objectives, infers, from the input it receives,how to generateoutputs such as predictions, content,

recommendations,or decisionsthat can influencephysicalor virtualenvironments»(Article3(1))

GPAIModel: «meansan AImodel, includingwheresuch an AImodel is trainedwith a largeamount of

data usingself-supervisionat scale, that displayssignificantgeneralityand is capable of competently

performinga wide rangeof distinct tasksregardlessof the waythe model is placed on the marketand
that can be integratedinto a varietyof downstreamsystemsor applications,exceptAImodels that are

usedfor research,developmentor prototypingactivitiesbeforetheyareplaced on the market»(Article

3(63))



AI Systems vs AI Models



AI Systems vs AI Models

«вthe definition [of AI system] should be based on key characteristics of AI systems

that distinguish it from simpler traditional software systems or programming

approachesand should not cover systemsthat are based on the rules defined solely

bynaturalpersonsto automaticallyexecuteoperations.»

«AlthoughAImodelsareessentialcomponentsof AIsystems,theydo not constitute AI

systemson their own. AI models require the addition of further components, such as

for examplea user interface,to become AIsystems. AImodels are typically integrated

into and form part of AIsystems. »(Recital97)



AI Systems vs AI Models



ìőċƣШŔƚШƣőĲШ f ќƚШ~ċƣĲƖŔċũШÉĦŸƓĲаШ~ċƖťĲƣШ[ŸĦƨƚ

Two main actions:

Placing on the market: «the first making available of an AI system or ageneral-purpose AI model 

on the Union market» (Article 3(9))

Making available on the market: «the supply of an AI system or ageneral-purpose AI model for 

distribution or use on the Union market in the course of acommercial activity, whether in return for 

payment or free of charge» (Article 3(10))

Putting into service: «the supply of an AI system for first use directly to the deployer or for own 

use in the Union for its intended purpose» (Article 3(11))

AIA does not apply to non-marketed AI!



ìőċƣШŔƚШƣőĲШ f ќƚШÂĲƖƚŸŰċũШÉĦŸƓĲаШ§ƓĲƖċƣŸƖƚ

Provider:anatural or legal person, public authority, agency or other body that develops an AI system or ageneral-purpose AI model or that has an AI system or ageneral-

purpose AI model developed and places it on the market or puts the AI system into service under its own name or trademark, whether for payment or free of charge (Article 

3(3))

Authorisedrepresentative: anatural or legal person located or established in the Union who has received and accepted awritten mandate from aprovider of an AI system or 

a general-purpose AI model to, respectively, perform and carry out on its behalf the obligations and procedures established by this Regulation (Article 3(5))

Product manufacturer: means any natural or legal person who manufactures a product or has a product designed or manufactured,and markets that product under that 

ƓĲƖƚŸŰќƚШŰċůĲШŸƖШƣƖċĬĲůċƖťШы]ÂÉÅь

Deployer: anatural or legal person, public authority, agency or other body using an AI system under its authority except where the AI system is used in the course of 
a personal non-professional activity (Article 3(4))

Distributor: anatural or legal person in the supply chain, other than the provider or the importer, that makes an AI system available on the Union market (Article 3(7))

Importer: a natural or legal person located or established in the Union that places on the market an AI system that bears the name or trademark of anatural or legal person 

established in athird country (Article 3(6))



Operators



ìőċƣШŔƚШƣőĲШ f ќƚШTerritorial Scope

Provider:anatural or legal person, public authority, agency or other body that develops an AI system or ageneral-purpose AI model or that has an AI system or ageneral-

purpose AI model developed and places it on the market or puts the AI system into service under its own name or trademark, whether for payment or free of charge (Article 

3(3))

Authorisedrepresentative: anatural or legal person located or established in the Union who has received and accepted awritten mandate from aprovider of an AI system or 

a general-purpose AI model to, respectively, perform and carry out on its behalf the obligations and procedures established by this Regulation (Article 3(5))

Product manufacturer: means any natural or legal person who manufactures a product or has a product designed or manufactured,and markets that product under that 

ƓĲƖƚŸŰќƚШŰċůĲШŸƖШƣƖċĬĲůċƖťШы]ÂÉÅь

Deployer: anatural or legal person, public authority, agency or other body using an AI system under its authority except where the AI system is used in the course of 
a personal non-professional activity (Article 3(4))

Distributor: anatural or legal person in the supply chain, other than the provider or the importer, that makes an AI system available on the Union market (Article 3(7))

Importer: a natural or legal person located or established in the Union that places on the market an AI system that bears the name or trademark of anatural or legal person 

established in athird country (Article 3(6))



ìőċƣШŔƚШƣőĲШ f ќƚШTemporal Scope

Provider:anatural or legal person, public authority, agency or other body that develops an AI system or ageneral-purpose AI model or that has an AI system or ageneral-

purpose AI model developed and places it on the market or puts the AI system into service under its own name or trademark, whether for payment or free of charge (Article 

3(3))

Authorisedrepresentative: anatural or legal person located or established in the Union who has received and accepted awritten mandate from aprovider of an AI system or 

a general-purpose AI model to, respectively, perform and carry out on its behalf the obligations and procedures established by this Regulation (Article 3(5))

Product manufacturer: means any natural or legal person who manufactures a product or has a product designed or manufactured,and markets that product under that 

ƓĲƖƚŸŰќƚШŰċůĲШŸƖШƣƖċĬĲůċƖťШы]ÂÉÅь

Deployer: anatural or legal person, public authority, agency or other body using an AI system under its authority except where the AI system is used in the course of 
a personal non-professional activity (Article 3(4))

Distributor: anatural or legal person in the supply chain, other than the provider or the importer, that makes an AI system available on the Union market (Article 3(7))

Importer: a natural or legal person located or established in the Union that places on the market an AI system that bears the name or trademark of anatural or legal person 

established in athird country (Article 3(6))



AI Act Implementation Timeline (Current Text)



The Obligations & Requirements 
under the AI Act



The Classification

If the scope assessmentconcludes that AIAindeedapplies to a givensystemor GPAI

model, thena classificationmust be conducted.

In principle, AIA treats AI systems and GPAImodels separately under different risk-

classifications.



The Classification: AI Systems



Classification: AI Systems



Prohibited AI Practices



High Risk AI Systems



Technical Requirements for HRAIS



Obligations of the Providers of HRAIS



Obligations of the Deployers of HRAIS



Obligations of Other Operators


